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THE NAME "TEN THOUSAND" 
By Robert J. Bonner 

The Greek mercenaries known to every schoolboy as the " Ten 
Thousand" actually numbered 12,900' when they began their 
famous retreat, 6,000 when they ended it in Thrace, and 5,000 
when they took service under Thibron against their old foes the 
Persians. 2 Cousin 3 has made an effort to determine when the 
name "Ten Thousand" became current; but no one, I believe, 
has thought it worth while to ask why this name came to be used, 
so obvious is the explanation that ten thousand is a fair average 
between the extremes. 

Various designations appear in contemporary literature, but 
nowhere is pvpioi alone used. Xenophon in the Hellenica 1 calls 
them oi Kvpeioi; in the Anabasis no special name is used. 
Isocrates 5 uses to K.vpeiov aTpdrev/xa, ol K.vp<p o-vvavafldvre 1 ;, and 
oi u€Ta K.vpov ical K\edp%ov <Tv<TTparevadp,€voi. Diodorus, 6 whose 
ultimate source is probably the account of Sophaenetus as it ap- 
peared in the work of Ephorus, the pupil of Isocrates, refers to 
them as ol iaTparevfievoi, fiera Kvpov. Apparently contemporary 
writers did not describe them by a number. Isocrates estimates 
them at six thousand, the number which reached Thrace, choos- 
ing the smaller number in order to enhance their achievement 
and emphasize the military inefficiency of Persia. Diodorus gives 

i Xenophon (Anab. i. 2. 9. ) estimates the troops at 11,000 hoplites and about (<W1) 
2,000 light armed ; but the sum of the different contingents, including both enumera- 
tions of Sophaenetus' division, amounts to 10,600 hoplites and 2,300 light armed. On 
the eve of the battle of Cunaxa (Anab. i. 7. 10) there were 10,400 hoplites and 2,500 
light armed, although 1,000 troops (700 with Cheirisophus, 400 deserters from Abro- 
comas, 100 lost by Menon) were added in the meantime. See Cousin Kyros Le Jeune 
en Asie Mineure (1904), pp. 146 ff. Neubert De Xenophontis Anabasi, whom Cousin 
does not cite, regards the second mention of Sophaenetus and both enumerations as 
interpolations. The total number atjCunaxa would be 12,900. Diodorus (xiv. 19. 6, 7) 
estimates the number at 13,000. 

2 Anab. vii. 7. 23; Diodorus xiv. 37. 1. 

'Op. cit., pp. 152ff. Mii. 2. 7. &Pany. 144, 145 ; Phil. 90. 

6 xiv. 37. 1. Diodorus cites Ephorus and Ctesias but shows no indication of having 
read the Anabasis. Cf . Cousin, pp. xii ff. 
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their numbers as thirteen thousand at Sardis, but in a later part 
of his account of the retreat he says, "out of ten thousand, eight 
thousand three hundred reached Chrysopolis in safety." 1 Mvptoi 
is not used here as a convenient designation of the army; it 
indicates the total number of troops. But Diodorus has already 
given the total as thirteen thousand at Sardis. This total was 
maintained approximately up to the battle of Cunaxa. It is not 
satisfactory to assume that Diodorus is following sources that give 
different totals, and carelessly uses both. It is more likely that 
he is dealing with estimates made at different points of the retreat. 
In the account of the expedition attributed by Xenophon to 
Themistogenes of Syracuse the retreat ended with the arrival of 
the army at the Pontus Euxinus. 2 Here at length they were in 
safety. That this was the feeling of the soldiers is plain from 
Diodorus' statement: eb? S' airavres avefirjaav iirl rbv tottov, ef o5 
Ttjv OdXarrav %v opav, rots Oeolt avareivavre; ras y(elpa<; rivyaplarovv 
o>? j}8r) Biaa-eacoa-fievoi. 3 This spontaneous exhibition of thankful- 
ness was officially supplemented by thank-offerings for safety 
(o-eoTrjpia} which they had vowed they would offer evOa irpwTovek 
<pi\iav <yfjv acfriKoivro.* Now, those who reached the sea amounted 
to ten thousand in round numbers. This is the explanation of 
the second total of Diodorus. Evidently the account referred to 
by Xenophon, whether his own or Themistogenes', 5 practically 

1 ju&yis otv Siea&drjaav els TLpvebiroXiv ttjs ~Ka\Kt)8ovlas ol Tepi\eL<pd4vres dwb p-vpliav 
ifcroKio'x'^' ' Tpioxiffioi, xiv. 31. 4. 

2 as ixkv oiv Kvpos vrparevpA re <rvv£\e%e ml tout' %x av ArtPv 4tI t4» a$e\<p6i>, ml 
as i] itAxV iytvvro, Kal ws airfare, Kal lis ixroirov awe<niOri<Tap oi'EXXijws firl BaXarrav, 
Qeiu<TToy4v€i rip SvpaKoalip yiypawrai. — Hellen. Hi. 1. 2. 

8 xiv. 29. 4. Leon of Thurium in supporting his proposal to sail to Greece says, 
iiri8vp.Q Si ijSri wavvapevos roiruv t&v t6vwv, iwel daXarrav ^x Mf, xXely t6 Xoiwbv 
KaiiKTa0ekti><rirtsp'O&v<T<rei>s tupucivOw. els t^v 'EXXdSa. — Anab. v. 1. 2. As Cotyora is 
the place from which they actually sail (vi. 1. 14) some regard the retreat as ending 
with their arrival at that place. 

<Xen. Anabasis v. 1. 1; cf. iii. 2. 9; iv. 8. 25. 

c Most scholars accept Plutarch's view that Xenophon hoped to gain a readier cre- 
dence for his exploits if his account appeared as the work of a disinterested writer. 
£evo<pu»> p.iv yap airis iavrov ytyovev laropla, ypa\j/as & iarpaTJiyriae Kal KariipBaae Kal 
QeiuoToyivei. irepl rbvrwv avvrtraxBai. t4> Svpaxoalip, tva Turr/rrepos T) Sirftoiptms 
iavrbv iis AXXov, t^jv t&v Xiyav S6^av %opif6/«TO5. — Plutarch Moralia 345 E. Cousin, 
p. xix, argues that there really was an account by Themistogenes. For the numbers 
at this point see Anab. iv. 8. 15. There were not fewer than 9,800. 
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corresponded with the first four books of our Anabasis. Here is 
the source of the name "Ten Thousand." This is the number 
that escaped from the vengeance and treachery of the king. It 
is natural to suppose that Sophaenetus also made an estimate of 
the number that reached the sea even if his account carried the 
story of the army down to the Thracian campaign. Thus in the 
eyes of the Greek world it came to be regarded as the expedition of 
the Ten Thousand. Diodorus in continuing the story down to 
Chrysopolis implicitly adopts this as the total that began the 
second stage of the retreat. In Arrian 1 pvpioi appears as a dis- 
tinctive designation of these troops; it is qualified by avv Kvpp 
or afia aevocpanm. Some such qualification may have been 
necessary owing to the use of oi /xvpioi to designate the Arcadian 
assembly. 2 Once the name became current it would be used as 
Cousin 3 observes, sans que l'on sache bien si c'est le nombre de 
ceux qui sont partis ou de ceux qui sont revenus, ou une sorte de 
moyenne entre ces deux nombres. It need occasion no surprise 
then to find that Trogus Pompeius as reported by Justinus' gives 
the numbers at Cunaxa as ten thousand, nor that Suidas 5 esti- 
mates those who reached Thrace at the same number. 

Among the Eomans as in modern times the name "Ten 
Thousand" without any qualification was current. During the 
stress of the Parthian campaign Antony is said to have exclaimed 
frequently, "<» fivpioi," 6avfid%oina tow fiera 3ei»o</>wi>To<?, oti Kal 
wXelova Ka.TafialvovT&; 6Sbv iic t?7? JSafivXavia,'; Kal 7ro\\a7r\<xcriot? 
Haxofievoi 7ro\efiioi<; aTreao>Or)aap.''' ie 

Francis Bacon 7 praises Xenophon as the young scholar who 
"conducted these Ten Thousand foot through the heart of all the 
king's high countries." 

The University op Chicago 

1 Anabasis i. 12. 3 ; ii. 7. 8. 

2 Xen. Hellen. vii. 1. 38. The Arcadian league was founded b. c. 371-369. Photius 
explains /wploi iv MeyaAoiriXei but says nothing of the Cyreian army. 

3 Op. cit., p. 153. 

* In eo proelio decern milia Graeeorum in auxilio Cyri fuere. — Trogi Pompei His- 
toriarum Philippicarum Epitoma v. 11. 10. 

* S. Sevotpuy. t\$6vres Si Kal els Qp&K-qv iidaduaav iavrois 2eABy rip /SofftXet, piptoi 

$UUFw6(vTfi. 

6 Plutarch Antony 45. 6. i Advancement of Learning 1. 7. 



